HY) Local mixologists tackle Drambuie, a whiskey with ties to Prohibition. 28 


STAKES ARE HIGH 
IN USF’S BATTLE 
WITH UCF 


The University of South 
Florida Bulls (9-1) will face- 
off against the University of 
Central Florida Knights (10- 
0) today in Orlando. The win- 
ner will take the American 
Athletic Conference's East 
Division title. USF is enjoying 
its success so far this sea- 
son, but head coach Charlie 
Strong says the team has 
yet to put together a com- 
plete game. Sports, 1C 


Businesses open 
to insider attacks 


As companies small and 
large begin to rely more 

on information technol- 
ogy, they are vulnerable to 
become the victims of an 
inside hit. The owner of a St. 
Petersburg digital design 
firm describes his experi- 
ence and how he respond- 
ed. Local, 1B 


Buildings help 
Macy’s stay afloat 


The company that spon- 
sors the Thanksgiving Day 
Parade in New York is being 
tested like a SpongeBob 
balloon in a strong wind. But 
as its sales have fallen and 
its stock price declined, the 
retail giant has billions worth 
of real estate. Business, 6B 


Camps step in 
when school is out 


The Pinellas Autism Project, 
a nonprofit group, holds 
social events and camps 
during school breaks for 
high-functioning children 
with autism. Local, 1B 


Washington’s skill 
wasted in ‘Roman’ 


Denzel Washington portrays 
a rambling legal savant, but 
the film doesn’t make sense 
from scene to scene. 

Steve Persall review, 2B 


Explosion detected 
near submarine 


Relatives of the 44 crew 
members from Argentina 
are losing hope. World, 6A 


D 


Few showers 


d 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
65° 68° 67° 65° 


40% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 
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Camden Jolly, 5, left, and Gavin Jolly, 7, shop with their mom, Danielle Jolly, for prank candy at Learning Express 
Toys at Westfield Citrus Park mall on Tuesday. The stores sell specialty toys and mass-market products. 


Misfit toy stores 
fight to compete 


As more parents in 2017 
outsource Santa’s work 
to Amazon, some shops 
reinvent themselves. 


BY JAY CRIDLIN 
Times Staff Writer 
tefanie Dunlop is pinning high 
hopes on her Fingerlings. 
Cute, robotic creatures that 
interact with their owners, 
they are this year’s white-hot Christmas 
toy, the Furbys and Hatchimals of 2017. 
On this weekday in Clearwater, Toys ‘R’ 
Us and Target had zero in stock. 
But at her Learning Express store at 
Westfield Countryside mall, Dunlop 
had about 70, marked up $10 from the 


suggested retail price of $14.99. Asign There are more than 100 franchises of Learning Express Toys, often in high- 


warned of a two-per-customer limit, traffic areas like Westfield Citrus Park mall. 


with a smiley face chaser: “We appreci- 


ate you shopping local.” The key words there: Everybody’s 


“A lot of stores have had a difficult struggling. 


time getting them, but we’ve had our Traditionally, Christmas is the most 
orders placed and they’re coming over? wonderful time of year in the toy busi- 
she said. “All the big-box stores, every- ness. But toy stores are struggling 
body’s struggling with their invento- mightily in 2017 as more parents out- 
ries.” source Santa’s work to Amazon. 


Toy sales at brick-and-mortar stores 


have decreased from 85 percent of the 


market in 2011 to about 55 percent in 
September, according to Klosters Trad- 
ing Corp., which tracks the toy industry. 
That month, Toys ‘R Us filed for Chap- 
» See TOYS, 11A 


Florida boy joins climate lawsul 


Twenty-one kids around the nation are suing 


Levi Draheim, 


United States. He’s also the only 


Dems 
gain in 
Miami 
area 


The party is getting 
stronger in its 
stronghold, but will 
the energy last? 


BY LOUIS JACOBSON 
Times Staff Writer 

MIAMI — Miami-Dade 
County has long been a crucial 
region for Democrats’ hopes 
of winning races in Florida. 
But today, the county’s Demo- 
cratic lean is becoming stron- 
ger than ever. 

Both Al Gore and John 
Kerry won Miami-Dade by 
about 40,000 votes. In 2008, 
Barack Obama won Miami- 
Dade by 139,000 votes. 

Four years later — and con- 
trary to the decline in his vote 
share elsewhere — Obama 
won Miami-Dade by 208,000 
votes. Finally, in 2016, Hill- 
ary Clinton defeated Donald 
Trump in Miami-Dade by a 
whopping 290,000 votes. 

The trend line is clear: In 
Miami-Dade, an ethnically 
diverse metropolitan area 
where staunchly Republican 
Cuban-Americans have tradi- 
tionally played a leading role 
in politics, the Democrats are 
gaining ground. 

We visited Miami and its 
environs recently to find out 
why. 

Currently, Democrats 
account for about 42 percent 
of registered voters in Miami- 
Dade, followed by 31 percent 
without a party affiliation 
and 27 percent registering as 
Republicans. 

“T think there’s a huge, sim- 
mering energy among Dem- 
ocrats right now, and many 
moderate Republicans are 
concerned about Trump and 
the direction of the country,’ 
said Dan Gelber, the newly 
elected 
Democratic 
mayor of 
Miami 
Beach. “It’s 
very hard 
to know 
how long 
the inten- 
sity will last. Miami Beach 
How strong Mayor Dan 
it is will Gelber cites 
determine a “simmering 
whether its energy.” 

a wave or a 
ripple” 

While Democrats in 
Miami-Dade certainly have 
some things to worry about 
— notably a party base head- 
ing leftward, possibly too far 


i $ ; 10, from one from Florida, the state scien- to win general elections — 
photo blog at the government. Adults are taking it seriously. Indialantic tists say is most vulnerable to ris- | political strategists and other 
tampabay.com/photos/. likes to be ing sea levels. experts here suggested sev- 

BY CRAIG PITTMAN walk from the beach in the town outside. The The suit, filed in federal court eral reasons for Democratic 
INDEX Times Staff Writer of Indialantic on Florida’s east lawsuit hasa in Oregon in 2015 with the help optimism. And that doesn’t 
Astrology AF Crosswords 9A, F At age 10, Levi Draheim hates coast. , , , trial date in of a group called Our Children’s even include the accelerat- 
Bies 68 Editorials 2A math and loves reading Harry “Tm the kind of kid who likes x February. Trust, asserts that by promot- ing influx of Puerto Ricans, 
— Potter books. He plays the violin to be outside,” he said. ing the use of fossil fuels and fail- which is having a less of an 
Classmed E ey 5A but dislikes practicing. What he He’s also one of 21 children Levi, an only child who is ing to do enough to stop climate impact in Miami-Dade than 

Comics SF Puzzles 4F really enjoys is paddling a kayak across America who are suingthe homeschooled by his mom, is change, government has violated elsewhere in Florida. 

Vol. 134 No. 123 or going swimming. It helps federal government for its failure the youngest plaintiff involvedin the younger generation’s consti- 
© Times Publishing Co. that he lives just a five-minute to combat climate change. the case known as Juliana vs. the See CLIMATE, 6A » See DEMOCRATS, 11A 


Epilogue | Alton White 


Tampa civil rights advocate brought change 


Alton White, who was courted for advice by politicians, dies at 77 of Parkinson’s disease. 


BY PAUL GUZZO 23 times for taking part in sit-ins. into his senior years, Mr. White and black secretary to the mayor 

Times Staff Writer He was the first African-Amer- died in Tampa on Wednesday — all made possible with Mr. 
TAMPA — Born into the civil ican to run for mayor in Tampa morning after a battle with Par- White's help, Greco said. 

rights movement, Alton Maurice and became executive assistant kinson’s disease. He was 77. “He gave me a lot of good 

White Sr. embraced it as his own to the man who beat him. He “He should be remembered as advice and courage, especially 

while playing college football in helped integrate City Hall. And someone who helped others,” his when death threats came. He did 

Tallahassee. when he heard the Black Pan- brother Andre White said. “He » See WHITE, 11A 


He brought his passion home thers were coming to Tampa, he never ignored a person in need.” 
= to Tampa and, for decades, feared the damage they would The administration of Mayor 
AMY SCHERZER | Times (2005) played a guiding role in advanc- cause to a peaceful movement Dick Greco, from 1967 to 1974, i | NTI I | 
789067 3 


Former Tampa Mayor Bill Poe, left, credited his former assistant ing the cause. and persuaded them to leave. hired the first black firefight- 
Alton White for getting federal funds for the Boys & Girls Clubs. By his count, he was arrested Beloved and sought after deep ers, black assistant city attorney 19941 


